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A “Chrismon” is a combination of parts of two 

words: CHRISt and MONogram; a monogram 

of Christ.  It may be a sign, a symbol, a type, 

or some combination of such figures, mostly 

from Christian history.  The one requirement 

is that it refer primarily to our Lord and God, 

The reason that we celebrate this season of 

the year.  The Chrismons tell the story of 

God’s Plan for salvation that, through faith in 

Jesus Christ, we might all be restored to the 

Father in a community of love in the Christian 

Church. 

 

The Ornaments on our Chrismon tree are 

made in combination of white (referring to 

our Lord’s purity and perfection) and gold 

(representing His majesty and glory).  The 

green tree represents everlasting life, and the 

lights point to Christ as the “light of the 

world.” 

 

May these symbols continually remind us of 

God’s greatest gift to us, Jesus Christ! 



MONOGRAMS 

Most monograms of Jesus Christ are based on Greek words, 

the language of the world known to the early church. In 

Greek, Christ (the Hebrew “Messiah”) is XPICTOC. 

 XP or CHI RHO 

the most widely known Chrismon, is 

the first two letters in the Greek 

word for Christ.   

Matthew 16:16 

 IHS or IOTA ETA SIGMA 

 our Lord’s given name in Greek, 

IHCOYC. (Now ’S’  is more often 

used for the ‘C’.)   

Matthew 1:21 

 IX or IOTA CHI 

the first letter of both His name and 

title making our Lords monogram or 

cipher. 

 ALPHA & OMEGA 

the first and last letters of the Greek 

alphabet suggest the divinity of our 

Lord. 

Rev. 1:8 

 I. N. R. I. 

First letters of the Latin superscrip-

tion on the cross, “Jesus of Naza-

reth, The King of the Jews”. 

John 19:19 



THE CROSS 
The cross is always a reminder of our Lord’s saving work of 
redeeming mankind through His sacrifice for our sins, by 
which we receive forgiveness and salvation. 

 

 LATIN CROSS 
the most widely used form today, it’s 

leg is longer than its arms 

 GREEK CROSS 
all extensions are of equal length 

 TAU CROSS 

the “T” shape suggest Moses’ staff 

and the bronze serpent which God 

used to save Israel, is a type of the 

crucifixion. 

John 3:14 

 CROSS TRIUMPHANT 

The cross supreme over the world 

the ball symbolizes the triumph of 

the savior over the sin of the world. 

 JERUSALEM CROSS 

Represents our savior’s spiritual and 

physical healing powers 

 



CREATURES OF THE EARTH 

The fish, an ancient symbol for the Christ, was a secret 

sign during early Christianity’s persecutions. 

 

 The Greek word for FISH, IXOYC, 

is an acrostic on the first letters of 

the Greek words, Jesus Christ, 

God’s Son, Savior. John 20:31 

 Another FISH bears a basket of 

bread on its back. Reminder of   

Jesus feeding the multitude. 

 The LAMB, a symbol of Jesus 

Christ.  John 1:29 “The Lamb of 

God who takes away the sins of the 

world.” 

 The DESCENDING DOVE repre-

sents the Holy Spirit at our Lord’s 

baptism.   

Mark 1:10 

 The BUTTERFLY represents the 

Lord’s Resurrection and resurrec-

tion of those who die in Christ.   

I Corinthians 15:22 



ARTIFACTS 

 

 A CROWN represents the 

Kingship of our Lord and His 

place of honor at the right hand 

of God the Father.  

I Timothy 6:15 

 The SHEPHERDS CROOK    

represents our Savior as the 

Good Shepherd.  John 10:11 

 The CORNERSTONE repre-

sents the Chief Cornerstone 

rejected by many. 

Ephesians 2:20, Mark 2:10 

Each face of the stone has 

symbols of Christ. 

 The SCROLL represents scrip-

ture, the Pentateuch, or books 

of the Bible. 

 A LAMP can represent divine 

inspiration, truth, or knowledge. 

Psalms 119:105, 43:3 



FIGURES 
Any design of three equal parts may symbolize the Holy 
Trinity, one God in three Persons. 

 

 An equilateral TRIANGLE is 

a figure made up of three 

separate but equal sides -

God in three persons. 

 The TRIQUETRA is com-

posed of three separate and 

equal arcs to form the figure. 

 The TREFOIL is reminiscent 

of three equal circles to form 

a whole. 

  The CIRCLE stands for 

Eternity, God the eternal 

one; God’s eternal love, or 

eternal life with God. When 

added to any of the above 

figures points out the eternal 

nature of the Trinity. 

 

 The SHAMROCK with three 

leaflets on one stem illustrate 

the Triune God. 



LIFE AND TEACHINGS 
Because certain plants played a part in episodes 
in our Lord’s Life, these plants became symbols 
for the events. 

 

 WHEAT 

“I am the bread of life.” 

John 6:35 

 GRAPES 

(together with wheat) 

Bread and wine, Body and 

Blood of our Lord we commem-

orate in Holy Communion.   

Luke 22:19–20 

 SCALLOPED SHELL 

with Three Drops of Water rep-

resents Baptism in the Name of 

the Three Persons.  

Matthew 28:19 

 PALM BRANCH 

Christ’s triumphant ride into Je-

rusalem.  John 12:13 

 THORNS  

Our Savior’s crown of suffering.  

Mark 15:17 



 
STARS formed by crosses set at various angles, show 
the close relationship between the birth and death of our 
Redeemer. The number of points that a star has may indi-
cate a specific meaning: 

 

 SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS 

The prophet Malachi compared the Messi-

ah to the sun, the brightest thing in his or 

our world. This representation of the sun, 

centered with our Lord’s monogram recalls 

the prophecy. Malachi 4:2 

 EPIPHANY STAR  

five points, manifestation of the son; led 

the three wise men to the manger.   

Matthew 2:1–10 

 CREATORS STAR  

six points. The Father; six days of crea-

tion. 

Exodus 20:11 

 GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT 

seven points,  Seven gifts of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Galatians 5:22-23 



While many Chrismons are simple, others are made up of 
a combination of many symbols.  Can you see the six ele-
ments used to form these Chrismons? 

 

 The monogram for Christ X; the sign 

of the Cross; a butterfly suggesting 

resurrection; a circle for eternity; and 

four (earth) clusters of three balls 

(Holy Trinity) to denote God’s action 

on earth. 

 The ROSE leaning over the manger 

represents Mary, Jesus’ mother. In 

the crib, a ROSEBUD and a NIMBUS 

suggest the Child. Notice how the po-

sition of the Mother and the manger 

reveals Christ’s MONOGRAM XP. A 

SQUARE, an ancient symbol for the 

earth, surrounds the scene and an-

other name for the Child,  

EMMANUEL, which means, “God 

with us.” Matthew 1:18-23 



As Frances Spencer said, “the tree is  

complete only when those who see it  

understand its meaning.” 

 

We hope this beautiful tree will add  

meaning to your celebration of Christ’s birth 

and your worship with us during  

the Christmas season here at Calhoun First  

United Methodist Church. 




