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From the desk of Pastor Ed: 

 
Jesus told this parable to certain people who had convinced themselves 

that they were righteous and who looked on everyone else with  
disgust...  

(Luke 18:9 CEB) 
 

This week we look at the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector, 
we see a story of two prayers, one offered by a Pharisee or religious 
leader and the other by a tax collector.  The difference lies in how they 
prayed which reveals much about their character.  The religious leader 
trusted in his own righteousness whereas the tax collector threw  
himself on God’s mercy. 
 

I love the C.S. Lewis quote I discovered this week on pride:  “A proud 
man is always looking down on things and people; and of course, as 
long as you are looking down, you can't see something that's above 
you.”  I wonder if the Pharisee needed to remind God of his greatness 
to make sure God took notice.  His prayer was along the lines of “I’m 
doing very well on my own (the perfect example of self-righteous pride), 
but I am grateful I’m not like those people over there with their problems 
and sins.” 
 

What a contrast in the prayer of the tax collector!  The Pharisee had 
pointed out the sins of others; this tax collector asked for forgiveness 
from his own.  His was a prayer of humility and confession, a need for 
God’s forgiveness.  “God, show mercy to me, a sinner!”  The tax  
collector didn’t have to tell God who he was because God knew him.  
He was completely open to God in that moment.  He had done wrong  
in disobeying God but realized he could not make it right on his own. 
 

All of this leads us to better understand the importance of the virtue of  
humility in the Christian life.  John Wesley in his sermon “The  
Circumcision of the Heart” said this about the believer’s heart whose 
renewal begins with humbly coming before God:  “At the same time we 
are convinced, that we are not sufficient of ourselves to help ourselves; 
that, without the Spirit of God, we can do nothing but add sin to sin; that 
it is He alone who worketh in us by his almighty power, either to will or 
do that which is good; it being as impossible for us even to think a good 
thought, without the supernatural assistance of his Spirit, as to create 
ourselves, or to renew our whole souls in righteousness and true  
holiness.” 
 

Let’s pray: Merciful God, have mercy on us.  Help us to seek you, to 
draw near to you in true humility and repentance.  We want to be made 
right in your eyes in faith, receiving the hope that can only come from 
your Son and his sacrifice for us.  May we always trust you, your grace 
and your ways.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.                                                                                 
                                                                                  Pastor Ed   
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       (in italics)        

Prayer List 
(Our prayer list will be updated quarterly based on the response of prayer concerns turned in weekly.) 

 

Our Members:  Connie Stewart, Joanne Owens, Sandy Dean, Mike Willett, Sally Kime,  
Lolita Conley 
 

Gordon Health Care:  Bill Green, Ruth Holcomb, Clyde Petty 
 

Morning Pointe:  Marie Dixon, Jessie Harkins, Bobbie Johnson, Audrey Leberman, Joyce Puckett 

 
Our Missionaries:  Tim and Ansley Crabtree (Scotland), Humphrey Kanga (Kenya) 
 

Our Friends: Michael Elrod, Rayf Elrod, Joshua Shaw, Michael Shaw, Sarah Shaw, Tom Brazzell, Mike 
Lanier, Jim Todd, Lisa Willett, Valerie Robbin’s mother and family, Mike Lanier, Leyner Arqueta 
Jack McEntire, Paul Davis, Linda Kinsey, Rev. Clay Jacobs, 
 
Praise for the wonderful week at Red Bird Mission and good news for Blake Poole. 
 
Unspoken and Confidential requests 

Sunday 10/30 Rick Correll 

Monday 10/31 Melanie Beamer, Elaine Gilbert, Joey Jordon 

Tuesday 11/1  

Wednesday 11/2 Adam Flake, David Moyer, Jenny Stewart                          Shane & Rita Faulkner 

Thursday 11/3 Teresa King 

Friday 11/4 Melody Dunlap, Barrett Hagood, Nichol Linn                    Charles & Angie Prater 

Saturday 11/5 Ginger House, David Lance, Reva Powell, Randy Rice      
                                                                                             Roy & Kinuyo Matuska 

Total Operating Revenue 
 

2016 Weekly Actual                 N/A 
  
2015 Weekly Prior Year       
  
2016 Weekly Budget            $13,461

 Attendance  

8:30 am Traditional 48 

9:45 am Sunday School 105 

11:00 am Traditional 85 

 Contemporary 71 

October 23, 2016 

                              8:30 Usher/Greeter                               Reed Davis 
 

11:00 Greeters        Angela Green, Jennifer Thomason  
    
11:00 Ushers                            Barrett Hagood, Capt.;   
                    Phillip Beamer, Jerry Mashburn, Eric Prater,  
                    Steve Thomason 
 

TV & Sound              Chris Agan, Creative Arts Team 
 

Alter Guild                                              Carol Outka 

Please  
continue to 

bring canned 
goods and dry 
foods for the 

VAC.   
 

Servants are needed for the  
1st Monday and 3rd Wednesday 

of each month. 

Sermon Series 
 

 
 

10/30:  As Persons    
             of Worth   
(2 Thessalonians 
1:1-4, 11-17) 
 
11/6:  As Persons       
           of Hope 
(Ephesians 1:11-
23) 



Children’s Ministries 
 
 

Parable of the Talents:  Last week, we were blessed with the stories of Jim and 
Jennifer Rewis and their many adventures on Bonnie Blue Farm.  The children 
learned of the Rewis' many talents including making cheese and soap.  As we prepare 
for our Parable of the Talents mission, may we be reminded of the many ways that 
God has given us talents for.  In Matthew 25: 14-30, we are given a framework on 
ways to use them.  For the next five weeks, I will share a lesson we can take from the  
Parable itself as I hope to encourage our church children and all members to join in on the mission.  

      First, God tells us not to sit and wait, but rather to do the 
work of God.  The servants in the parable who the master found 
to be successful, used the talents given and multiplied 
them.  That is exactly what God wants us to do:  use our gifts 
and talents to glorify God.  It may not be easy but it is this work 
that is done on earth now that God will be proud to see. 
    Money will be distributed this Sunday to any who are  
interested in this mission opportunity.   
 

Hallelujah Party:  We will have our Hallelujah Party on  Wednesday, October 26, from 5:30-7:30. 
Children are encouraged to wear their costumes and invite some friends.  We will have a hot dog 
dinner, games, crafts, candy, and more.  All church members are Invited to come and fellowship.  
There will be plenty of opportunities to serve! 
 
I hope you all have a great week! 
Krista  
 

Sunday, October 30 
5th @ 1st 

 
We have a special evening planned beginning with a covered dish dinner at 5:30 
pm in the CAC.  With all of our great cooks,  members are asked to bring the  
following food items assigned by your last name: 
           a-b:  bread     c:  desserts      d-k:  sides     l-r:  meats     s-z:  salads 
 
Immediately following our meal, we will join together in a time of worship.  Our music will be  
provided by Above and Beyond.  Above & Beyond, a ministry based out of Hillside UMC in 
Woodstock, GA, is an outreach ensemble whose goal is to share the good news of Jesus Christ 
through the joy and beauty of music. Their ministry is to worship God ABOVE and to go BEYOND 
the walls of the local church to spread hope and love through the vehicle of music.  They primarily 
sing at homeless shelters, children's homes, hospitals, nursing/assisted living homes, malls, etc., 
and occasionally, other churches.  This group has sung all over the metro Atlanta area in addition to 
concerts throughout the states of Georgia and Tennessee.  This group will bless us with their talents 
and music.  
 
Our evening of worship will continue with an inspiring message from our District                     
Superintendent, Rev. John Pinson.  Rev. Pinson comes to us from Douglasville First 
UMC where he served as senior pastor.  He is not new to this district because he has 
served a number of churches in this area. 
 
Please join us as we share together God’s word. 
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Official Church Calendar (check website for current information) 

Sunday 
  8:30 am  Traditional Worship  
  9:45 am  Sunday School 
11:00 am  Traditional and 
                 Contemporary     
                 Worship 
  5:30 pm  Youth:  Group meeting 
 

Monday 
   8:00 am  Preschool 
   1:00 pm  Gym Open for   
                  Walking 
   4:00 pm  Heart & Soul 
   6:00 pm  Girl Scouts  
   6:30 pm  ESL Class         
 

Tuesday   
   8:00 am  Preschool       
   2:00 pm  Office Staff Meeting 
   6:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

Wednesday    
   8:00 am  Preschool 
   1:00 pm  Gym Open for Walking 
   2:00 pm  Worship Staff Meeting 
   5:15 pm  Kids Connection 
   5:15 pm  Handbell Choir  
                  Rehearsal 
   6:00 pm  Youth:  Small Groups 
   6:30 pm  Chancel Choir  
                  Rehearsal 
   6:30 pm  ESL Class 
   7:15 pm  Contemporary Worship  
                  Band Rehearsal 
Thursday 
  8:00 am  Preschool 
 
Friday     
  8:00 am  Preschool   

Weekly Regularly Scheduled Worship and Activities Additional Worship/Activity/Mission 
Opportunities 

October 30- November 5 

10/30   5th @ 1st                         5:30 pm 
 
10/31   Women’s Bible Study     9:30 am 
            Trunk or Treat                 4:00 pm 
 
11/2    Worship Staff Meeting   10:00 am 
           Preschool Board Meeting 6:00 pm 
 
11/3    Disciple Bible Study       10:00 am 
 
11/4   CAC Reserved:  Arnold     9:00 am 
          FH Reserved:  Hammond 10:00 am 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Trunk or Treat 
Monday, October 31 

4-6 pm 
 
1. Please donate  
candy, look for  
collection boxes throughout the 
church. 
2.  We need 3-4 servants to assist with 
managing the parking lot for parents of 
children at David Learning Center. 
3. Cars will need to be in the CAC  
parking lot by 3:30 pm. 
 

If you are interested in assisting with 
this event, please contact Ginger An-
derson at ginjuh@gmail.com or 706-
331-1357.  
  

    FLOWERS 
 

If you have 
flowers in the 
sanctuary, 
please write 
your check for payment to 
the church.  The cost of  
flowers is $48.15.  
 

Submit  your payment to the 
church office as soon as 

you make arrangements for 
them. 

If you would like to place  
flowers in the sanctuary, 
contact Evelyn Ickes at 770
-548-2100 or 

Samaritan’s Purse 
 

Collection week:   
November 14-21 

 
Operation Christmas 
Child is a fantastic way to get        
involved in the evangelism and 
 discipleship of children around the 
world!  Every gift is an opportunity to 
share the Gospel.   
 
Pack a shoebox with toys, hygiene 
items, and school supplies for a boy 
or girl ages 2-14.  Label the boxes.   
 
For more information, contact  
Brenda Willett at 770-324-3650. 


